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Vigo Lane Road Improvements Petition 
I received a phenomenal response from my petition demanding the Council put in a crossing by Picktree Lodge and improve Vigo 
Lane’s road. Getting 56 signatures, which is quite a large number when you compare it to other petition responses and the size of 
the population you’re asking. The Council have refused to put a crossing in place, stating there is no need for it with the number of 
pedestrians in the area. I very much dislike this response considering there will be islands put in place outside the new 
developments.There will be improvements to the road network. With right turn areas and lay-bys for bus stops. Along with an 
extended right turn area to access Penshaw View (I was hoping for something more substantial at this junction). To ensure that 
waiting cars don’t block the flow of traffic. A final decision on the highway improvements is yet to be made. I will be continuing 
to apply pressure on this matter. 
20 mph consultation  
I’ve put letter asking residents if they want a 20 mph. In areas where residents have indicated there is want for it. The locations are 

·  Lombard Drive, Hampton Court, Leander Avenue, Merlin Drive, Sinclair Drive, Napier Close, Caxton Way, Mitford 
Close 

·  Picktree Lodge 
·  Broadway, Tudor Road, Atkinson Road, Hadrian Avenue, Appledore Gardens 
·  The purpose of the letters is to find out what the actual mood of residents is. Rather than the couple of individuals who 

have contacted me requesting it. I’ll be waiting to ensure all responses are back before acting on anything. 
·  Kind regards, 

Cllr Craig Martin  

North Lodge and Chester-le-Street 

craig.martin@durham.gov.uk 
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NORTH LODGE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HORTICULTURE REPORT 
19 June 2018 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

County Councils Responsibilities (Flower Beds) 
Durham County Council has emptied all flower beds of old bedding, preparing them for the 
summer bedding to be planted.   
Vigo Lane flower bed  
Mystery of the disappearance of the flower bed in this area. John Reed, Head of Highways has 
been contacted, and has investigated. Unfortunately, due to so many utility companies being 
active in Vigo Lane, Highways Design Engineer was unaware that the flower bed was provided by 
the Parish and maintained by Clean and Green. 
Following the completion of the utilities work, the County Council will begin the highways work in 
July. As part of this work Highways will arrange to have the flower bed re-planted at a different 
location.  Negotiations are now on-going. 
                   ------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
                                  Parish Council Re sponsibilities 

·  North Lodge Lambton Park  

We have had no positive response from Durham County Council, re - a solution            
to protecting this area from falling leaves.  Suggestions have been made to consider 
employing a part time leaf collector to collect and dispose of the leaves during September, 
October, November and December. Further discussions required.  

·  Sub Station near to Northlands shrub bed 
Powergrid have removed unsightly dead Ivy from top and sides of substation. 
 

·  Picktree Lodge Diamond Jubilee flower beds 
Horticulture team are happy to allow Highway England etc. to place works compound in this 
area.  Discussion with Parish Councillors and Highway England re the replanting etc. will 
take place at a later date. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Environmental Caretaker 
No unusual issues have occurred. 

 
Councillor M May & Councillor P Driscoll 
Horticulture Portfolio Holders                     

�
�



 

 6

NORTH LODGE PARISH COUNCIL 
Parish Council/Gardeners Responsibility.                                        06/05/18 –10/06/18 

 
 

Description 
Comment 

                              
                                       Total 
Hours 

Present 
Month/Hrs 

29 

Accumulation 
 

194 

 
Shrub Bed close to northlands 
Roundabout. 
 

  
 

 
21.5 

 
Tubs at North Road near to 
Northlands Roundabout. 
 

  
 

 
1.5 

 

 

Bus Shelter –Northlands (North 
Bound)  
______________________________ 
Flower/Shrub Beds (Back and two 
sides). 

Cleaning, tidying, sweeping. 
 
 
Cut grass,  plus edging  
     

 
1.0 

_________ 
 

1.0 

 
6.0 

__________ 
 

10.5 

 
Checking of Low Flatts Play Area – 
Hawthorn Hedge. 
 

  
 

 
9.0 

 
Flower Bed at entrance to Longdean 
Park. 
 

  
 

 
16.5 

 
Shrub Bed within Longdean Park. 
 
 

Cut back, weeded and tidied.  
5.0 

 
����

 
Bus Shelter North Road – opposite 
Lambton Worm pub (South Bound). 
 

 General maintenance.  
0.5 

 
5.0 

 

Bus Shelter North Road –Lambton 
Worm pub (North Bound). No 
flowers 

Cleaning and tidying  
0.5 

 
5.0 

Raised Shrub Beds North Road 
 
 

   
6.0 

 
 

Flower Beds at entrance to North 
Lodge (Lambton Park). 
 

Cleared ground, cut grass, 
weeded, rotavated, plus planting, 
feeding, watering of geraniums. 

 
14.5 

 
27.0 

 
Tubs at Lambton Park entrance. 
 

 
 
 

  

Bus Shelter – North Lodge Estate 
(South Bound). No flowers. 
 

Sweeping and cleaning.  
0.5 

 
5.5 

 
Millennium Flower Bed at entrance 
to Lombard drive. 
 

  
 

 
15.5 

 
Jubilee Tree at Entrance to Lombard 
Drive. 

   



 

 7

 
 

Description 
Comment 

                              Total Hours 
Present 
Month/ 
Hours 

Accumulation 
 

 
 
Bus Shelter – North Lodge Estate 
(North Bound).  (Flowers on north 
side). 

General maintenance and tidying 
flowers. 

�
����

�
����

 
 
Bus Shelter.  Barley Mow Inn (South 
Bound).    
 

Cleaning and sweeping. �
����

�
�����

 
Bus Stop. Barley Gate, Vigo Lane. 
No flowers 

 �
�

�
����

 
 
Bus Shelter. Ambleside Court Vigo 
Lane. (Laurel on West side) 
 

General maintenance. �
����

�
�����

 
 
Flower Bed around plinth – bottom 
and top at entrance to Picktree 
Lodge. 
 

Cleared out plinth, planted, fed 
and watered top and bottom. 

�
����

�
�	���

�

 
 
Planting of flowers below wall 
opposite plinth at entrance to 
Picktree Lodge. 
 

 � �

 
 
Bus Shelter (Glass) in Picktree 
Village. 
 

Cleaning, tidying and sweeping �
�

����

�
�

�����

 
 
Bus Shelter. Ash Meadows, Picktree 
Village Flower/shrub bed both sides. 

General maintenance.   �
����

�

����

 
 
Small Shrub/Flower Beds in Picktree 
Village (opposite Mr & Mrs Kirkup). 
 

 �
�

�
����

 
 
Heather Bed at Picktree Village. 
 

 � �
	���

 
Daffodil planting. 
 

 � �

 
Handyman. 

 � �
����

�
Councillor Patrick Driscoll/ Councillor Maureen May 
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PLAY AREAS 
 
Both Merlin Drive and Low Flatts Play Areas appear to be in good working order. 
The nails in the safety surface at Low Flatts have been removed.�
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Burglary 0 

Theft 0 

Criminal damage 0 

Anti-social behaviour 0 

Our Activity Week will commence on Monday 13th –Friday 17th August 2018 

Many thanks 

Christine Taylor 

PCSO 6389 
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