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further trees are planned, an Acer at the entrance of Lombard Drive and two cherry
trees in the south-east corner of Merlin Drive Play Area. The County Council is committed to clean out the
wildthatshrubs
inincludes
this corner and return it to close-mown grass.
As an example, choosing “Maps” will reveal the roughly oval parish boundary and show
the parish
the whole of Drum Industrial Estate and Lambton Castle with most of its grounds.

Please support the Parish Council by quickly reporting any graffiti or vandalism affecting the play equipment,
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SPEED VISORS

In partnership with County Counci
llor Peter May and
the County Council, the Parish Cou
ncil has committed
£9360 for the installation of three
pairs of speed visors
for Blind Lane, North Road and
Picktree Lane, as
electronic reminders of the 30
mph speed limits for
traffic using these highways.
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PAVEMENT IMPERF

ECTIONS
Holes or ridges of at least 2 centimetres drop
or rise can continue to be reported to the
Highways Action
Line (HAL) on 0191 370 6000 or hal@durh
am.gov.uk for email. Use the number on the
near
est lamppost as
a position marker and ask for a HAL reference
number. The use of the website “FixMyStreet
” is particularly
helpful if you wish to pinpoint the position
of a problem by using the maps provided.
Concerns about roads
may be similarly reported.

NORTH LODGE

RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
With a guest speaker giving a talk on something topical and
of interest, meetings generally take place on the first Tuesday
of January, March, May, July, September and November.
They are currently held at Park View Lower School, Lombard
Drive, North Lodge, starting at 7pm. New faces are always
welcome.

ACTIVITY WEEK

PARISH LITTER WEEK
Residents and Parish Councillors agreed to take part, on 2nd
May, in the ‘’Litter free Durham’s Big Spring Clean 2012’’ that
took place every day throughout the county from 16th April
to 11th May, 2012.
The volunteers met in the Lambton Worm car park where
safety equipment such as Hi-Viz Jackets, litter picks and
rubbish bags, and instructions about how to stay safe, were
provided by the County Council. The volunteers split into
groups of 2 or 3, and set off to known litter ‘’grot spots’’ or
areas of their own choice.

CHESTER-LE-STREET, MARKET PLACE

At the end of the pick, 18 rubbish bags were collected by the
County Council for safe disposal.

20–24 August 2012:10am to 3pm
This event, building on the success in 2011, is again targeted
at providing a full week of varied fun and educational activities,
mainly for young people. Further details will be available from
the local police in co-ordinating and managing the event.

If you would like to take part in future litter picks please give
your name to a Parish Councillor or the Secretary of the
Resident’s Association.  

POLICE MATTERS
Report from Police Community Support Officer [PCSO]
Lesley Hunter
Over the past 12 months, crime in Chester-le-Street has
fallen for the 2nd year running and is currently down
16%. However, there has been a slight increase in the
theft of metal in all areas, including North Lodge. Youth
and vehicle nuisance has also fallen over the past 12
months, by 21% in Chester-le-Street and 25% in the
North Lodge area.
Regular patrols are still carried out in the area by me
and colleagues and seem to be having the desired
effect which is shown by the fall in crime etc.
Parking has now been officially taken over by Durham
County Council with regular visits to Park View School
and several people have either been warned or had
tickets issued to them. When I have been at the school
nobody seems to be parking illegally so it must be the
uniform!

There was a burglary at the Wheatsheaf public house
earlier in the year and two youths were arrested and
charged after admitting it.
Just a reminder to check that your vehicles are locked
as there has been a spate of thefts from unlocked
vehicles in the Chester-le-Street area recently.
Personally, I am still enjoying working in the area and
talking to residents at meetings and in the street when
they see me. The council wardens are still working in
the area with me and there are to be six new wardens
for the Chester-le-Street area in the near future.  
The police now have a new telephone number which
is 101.
Here’s to another good year ahead.

